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professional, technical, and other per-
sonnel, to include proposed subcontrac-
tors and consultants (as evidenced by
resumes, endorsements, and expla-
nations of previous efforts); and

(ix) Soundness of the proposed staff
time or labor hours, propriety of per-
sonnel classifications (professional,
technical, others), necessity for type
and quantity of material and facilities
proposed, validity of proposed subcon-
tracting, and necessity of proposed
travel.

(4) Relative importance or weight.

(i) A statement or indication of the
relative importance or weight must be
assigned to each evaluation criterion
to inform prospective offerors (and
evaluators) of the specific significance
of each criterion in comparsion to the
other criteria. Similarly, if a criterion
is subdivided into parts, each of the
parts must be assigned a statement or
indication of the relative importance
or weight.

(ii) The two principal methods used
to indicate the relative importance or
weight are the numerical score and ad-
jective description. The Department
does not prescribe a single method for
determining the relative importance or
weight, but recommends the use of the
numerical score method because it is
more precise and informative. How-
ever, it is recognized that in some in-
stances the use of the adjective de-
scription method be more appropriate
and, hence, may be used when that de-
termination is made.

(iii) Cost or price is not generally in-
cluded as one of the evaluation criteria
and is not assigned an indication of rel-
ative importance or weight. However, a
statement must be included in the RFP
to reflect the relationship of cost or
price in comparison to the other cri-
teria. The contracting officer must en-
sure that this statement accurately re-
flects the appropriate balance between
cost or price and the technical factors.
The contracting officer and project of-
ficer should work together in arriving
at the final determination regarding
the relationship. The following are ex-
amples of statements that may be used
to reflect this relationship. However,
since these examples represent only
the two extremes and the middle posi-
tion, another statement may be devel-
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oped to reflect the relationship which
applies to the instant acquisition.

(A) You are advised that paramount
consideration shall be given to the
evaluation of technical proposals rath-
er then cost or price.

(B) You are advised that paramount
consideration shall be given to cost or
price rather than the evaluation of
technical proposals.

(C) You are advised that the evalua-
tion of technical proposals and cost or
price are of approximately equal value.

[49 FR 13979, Apr. 9, 1984; 49 FR 36110, Sept.
14, 1984, as amended at 53 FR 43207, Oct. 26,
1988; 54 FR 24343, June 7, 1989; 54 FR 43966,
Oct. 30, 1989; 56 FR 47003, Sept. 17, 1991]

315.407 Solicitation provisions.

(©)(2) The referenced provision (FAR
52.215-6, Type of Business Organization)
is a representation, has been included
under Section K (see 315.406-5(a)(2)(iii)),
and need not be restated again.

(8) The provision at 352.215-12 shall be
used in place of that specified at FAR
52.215-12.

(g) The referenced provision (FAR
52.215-20, Place of Performance) is to be
considered a certification and is in-
cluded under section K (see 315.406-
5(@)(2)(iv)); it need not be restated
again.

(n) The contracting officer shall in-
sert the provision at FAR 52.233-2,
Service of Protest, in solicitations as
required by FAR 33.106(a).

[49 FR 13979, Apr. 9, 1984, as amended at 54
FR 43966, Oct. 30, 1989; 57 FR 11690, Apr. 7,
1992]

315.408

The minimum proposal preparation
or response time between the date of
distribution of a RFP and the date set
for receipt of proposals shall not be less
than 30 calendar days.

Issuing solicitations.

[49 FR 13979, Apr. 9, 1984, as amended at 53
FR 43208, Oct. 26, 1988]

315.409 Pre-proposal conferences.

If a pre-proposal conference is to be
held, the provision at 352.215-72 shall be
included in the solicitation.
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